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(1) A visit to Ginkgo Forest 
 
I can still remember the day when I stumbled upon a ginkgo forest in the mountains in 

central Taiwan many years ago. It was a beautiful picture of yellow ginkgo leaves 

carpeting the ground. I took a chance to visit that place again only to find a cordoned 

area with warnings - all the trees were infected. The leaves looked unhealthy and 

trunks had spots. Even the fallen leaves on the ground appeared crestfallen to me. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

I tried to paint the trees, the way they strived to survive but I could not bear shooting 

the ugliness and unhealthiness with my camera. 



 

 

 

I sat down writing, trying to collect all the feelings and thinking. I wanted to stitch a 

work that might serve as a reminder of their beauty in the “past＂. 

 

 



(2) Cheers for them! 
Please give blessings to them. 

 
I sat in front of the ginkgo forest, painting. I knew my painting was not about the real 

looks at the moment, but something beautiful that had impressed me at first sight. As I 

looked at the forest, there was no more beauty and touching sceneries, but only 

sadness. 

 
I looked for inspirations hidden inside me. I need to deepen the feelings, expand the 

emotions and experiences. 

 
Recently, I started to observe street trees and found that there is a wide variety of 
species and shapes. They can be arranged in a row, with crowns interweaving with 
each other. Unlike the past, I began to notice whether the trees are healthy or not. 
 
It is surprising that by observing and comparing the street trees, one can tell the health 
status of the trees. 
 
It is almost unbelievable to me that trees, like mankind, differ in age. I found 
unhealthy people among youth and unhealthy trunks and abnormal foliage falling 
among young trees. For me, the observation fueled inspiration and provides 
momentum to take up challenges.  
If we stick to goals, once the value is identified, we will step into a higher level.  



It’s like wondering in the forest and then you could create works that achieve a certain 
level. 
 
This is what I expect out of the inspirations of Seasonal Palette. 
 
Inspirations come out in every single damaged touching moment. The lonesome 
feeling in the story reveals a creative beauty that is uneasy and can be expected to be 
reborn. 
 

(3) Magic of curves 
 

Someone once said that a line is not simply a line; a line could extend to infinity, 

connect time and the past, bring together a time in the future or the moments of the 

time being. Any moment of unexpected happiness could be a seed for imagination or 

provide inspiration for a future artistic process.  

 

What we can do now is to tune the most beautiful shapes and angles to present a 

visual effect of autumn colors. Let the sunlight paint the works with new colors. 

 

 

 

 

The briskness of solid colors reflects the simplicity of the personality. Stably curves 

bring about a natural composition. I appliqued my favorite materials and totems, 

stitched my creativity and craftsmanship into reality. 



Sunlight sifts through tree tops and leaves. Tiny light spots in the shade of the trees 

swayed with the wind. I walked slowly into the shade, feeling time ticking away and 

letting acute senses catch delicate emotions. The profoundest are the ultimate 

simplicity. The totems created by trees and the sunlight at a moment captured all my 

feelings at that time. 

 

I take pride in the design. Esthetics is something I cannot resist. Expressing without 

reservation has been the core of my artistic creation. I never hide my awe at nature in 

my artistic pursuit. There are dreams and persistence in my works. I believe in 

simplicity. And that is reflected in my artistic styles.  

 

I try to put the focus on the creative process itself. Each touching moment in our lives 

should be felt with heart. The voices from within should be heard carefully. I open the 

windows of my heart and relate the works and myself to see whether the works are the 

pictures of the sceneries in my heart. I open the door and walk outside to trace the 

origin that inspired my work, trying to see whether the works reflect the original 

attempt. In the works, I hope to hold still the happiness of the creative process.  

 

The name of the work “Recovery” is my wish that the trees could regain health. 

Surprisingly, the artistic process brought me on a new journey of senses and 

inspirations, which allowed me to explore the beauty of the ecosystem. The work is a 

recovery journey of the “autumn” work and me.   



 

 

(4) Paint the trees with new colors 
 
The makings for an artist are the abilities to transform a touching moment to an 

artistic work, experiment new concepts, develop his own ideas and styles, and seek 

new approaches. 

 
Of course, an artist could start an artwork without a new reason or identification. The 

design can be challenged. 

 

Creative idea: I rearranged the sick trees in rows; put the healthy and energetic trees in 

comparison with the sick ones. The trees were put aside and the road in the middle 

carries a symbolism: leaving alone the crooked environment, walking onto the bright 

path, following the light to see the hope.   

 

The healthy and unhealthy elements are presented in the piece. The contrast might put 

the work in disharmony and bring impact on softness of the work. 

 

People tend to take creativity too seriously and ignore that details, consistent styles, 

and the ability to present the story that are the intents of the work. 

 

Autumn colors are varied and emotional. 



The pictures speak for the season and precisely convey the change of colors and 

temperature. They provided great help to my creative process. Details and hues of 

autumn colors help preserve the atmosphere of the work attempted to create.  

 

I have a preference over printed fabrics. Some prints might appear complicated at first 

sight but you can find simple patterns at a second look. With more creativity, the 

complicated prints can serve to interpret the colorful hues of autumn. The artist’s 

peculiar liking and persistence is also conveyed in the work. 

 

 

Clearly, there’s no easy task to decorate a work that tries to capture the beauty of 

nature. Any neglect could damage the overall esthetic value of the work. As a result, 

concentration should always be in the heart of the artist. 

 



(5) The warmth of handfeel 
 

Before machinery was invented, handmade objects were taken for granted. There 

were no precise formulas and craftsmen judged by experience, which is why the 

works were unique. 

 

Handmade crafts provide a feeling of warmth, reflects people’s stories, and collects 

touching moments.  

 

I like hand-stitched crafts, works of a process that takes devotion, time, experience, as 

well as techniques, such as design, cutting, piecing, appliquéing, and three layer 

quilting. The artist’s concentration on the work is so intense that adds value to the 

work. 



 

 

However craftsmanship and technique is not only the work that takes the artists’ 

devotions but also the beauty and luxury in them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Lin Hsin-Chen 
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